has had a defining influence on The EMBO Journal, of which he was the founding editor. His commitment to clear decisions based on sound scientific arguments has ensured a very special place for The EMBO Journal in the scientific community worldwide. We can all feel grateful for his dedication and commitment to high standards and wish him well. For the past 10 years, the task of processing the manuscripts submitted to The EMBO Journal has been shared between London and Heidelberg, where Iain Mattaj is Executive Editor.
The practical aspects of the transition from a shared action to one located in Heidelberg took place in an orderly manner last year such that all manuscripts are now handled by a committed and experienced team of editors, together with the Executive Editor Iain Mattaj, at the EMBO headquarters. This change happily went unperceived by the authors and referees. What has not changed, however, is our editorial independence and commitment to the highest standards that John brought to the journal when it was founded. And of course ownership of the journal remains with EMBO, a not for profit organization. Decisions will continue to be made by the EMBO team on the basis of input from an active Advisory Editorial Board as well as expert referees from around the world; currently approximately 50% of our referees are non-European, as indeed are the papers we receive and publish.
So at the start of 2004, we hope that you will find that The EMBO Journal is maintaining its primary commitment to the scientific community, namely of publishing important papers that have been selected by a fair, rapid and scientifically sound process, and of ensuring that they have high visibility and availability to those who wish to learn from and build on your research. 
Frank Gannon

